


 

 
What are the Signs of an Illicit Discharge? 

Sanitary Sewer Discharges 

Observations: 
• Sanitary debris 
• Staining on pipe 

• Soap suds 
• Gray or discolored water 
• Odors: sewage, rotten 

eggs or detergents 

Contact: 
IDEP coordinator and/or 
DPW 

Illegal Dumping, Spills or 
Floor Drain Connections 

Observations: 
• Oil sheen 
• Stained sediment, rocks or 

vegetation 
• Odor: petroleum, chemical 

Contact: 
IDEP coordinator or MDEQ 

Industrial Discharges 

Observations: 
• Discolored water or 

vegetation 

• Odor: petroleum, chemical 

Contact: 
IDEP coordinator and/or DPW 

Failed Septic Systems 

Observations: 
• Overgrown or wet patch of 

grass 

• Cheater pipe to ditch 

• Soap suds 
• Gray or discolored water 
• Odors: sewage, rotten eggs 

or detergents 

Contact: 
Health Department 
and/or IDEP coordinator 

Agricultural Runoff, 
Fertilizers, or Sanitary 
Sewer Waste 

Observations: 
• Algae growth near drain outlet 

or in a ditch 

Contact: 
I DEP coordinator, DPW 
and/or Drain Office 

IDEP = Illicit discharge elimination program, DPW =Department of public works/services, MDEQ = Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

Soil Erosion from 
Construction Sites 

Observations: 
• Bare soi Is or banks with no soil 

erosion control fencing 
• Muddy discharge from an outfall 

Contact: 
Local soil erosion control agency 
(either the local community or county) 
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